chronological order is indefensible (Stuart Jones, Strong, Dobiáš, Roos). The various events stand next to each other in an easily followable, consecutive logical order, e.g., the beginning of the campaign at the beginning of the scenes and the dedition following scene XVI (the rain miracle). It is a different question that the choice of subject from among the real-life events is selective; it does not provide an account of events ending unfavourably (see the chapter on the history of research).
All parties to the debate admit that the identifi cation of scenes XI and XVI depicting the rain miracle is certain. As already quoted many times, according to one side of the debate, one must date the scenes of the column according to the date of the miracle provided by Cassius Dio (A.D. 174). The other side emphasises that the chronology of the war (and the scenes) must be set up according to the scenes of the column, and because the miracles are among the fi rst scenes of the column, they must be dated earlier than 174. According to these scholars, the events of the year 174 must appear among the scenes after the Victoria fi gure following scene LV. That is why the date of the miracle fi rst became 171 (Domaszewski, Weizsäcker), then later 172 (Zwikker, Guey, Birley, etc.), which has been the most accepted date up until today. This apparent contradiction caused the assumption that the scenes are not in chronological order.
Considering this question one must set out from the following principles:
1. Only the identifi cation of scenes XI and XVI is absolutely certain. 2. The scenes are in chronological order. 3. The fi gures of Lucius Verus and, despite the objections of Morris (cf. scenes LXX and LXVI 2 ), Commodus, do not appear on the column. Commodus, however, does appear in the dedition scene on the relief on the footing, along with the fi gure of Marcus. 4. The war only took place in the Barbaricum; Roman defeat appears nowhere. 5. The Victoria fi gure with a tropaeum after scene LV divides the row of scenes into separate sections. 6. One can exclude the year 171, suggested by Domaszewski, from among the starting years (see below) as battles were still being fought in the Danubian provinces in that year. The major forces (at least)
